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Olivier WALTHER 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 

Address  CEPS/INSTEAD, PO Box 48, L-4501 Differdange, Luxembourg 

Telephone  (00352) 58.58.55.537 (office) 

E-mail  Olivier.Walther@ceps.lu 

Nationality  Swiss 

Date of birth  27.12.1977 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

• Dates  2007 onwards 

• Employer  Centre for Population, Poverty and Public Policy Studies/Centre d’Etudes de Populations, de 

Pauvreté et de Politiques Socio-Economiques (CEPS/INSTEAD), Department of Geography & 

Development, PO Box 48, L-4501 Differdange, Luxembourg 

• Position held  Research officer 

• Main activities  In charge of METROLUX Programme ñMetropolitan and governance issues in Luxembourg and cross-

border regionsò, in collaboration with the universities of Luxembourg, Strasbourg I and Mulhouse 

(www.ceps.lu/geode) 

 

• Dates  2005 onwards 

• Employer  HOMBORI Biodiversity Monitoring Project (Mali), University of Neuchâtel, CH-2000 Neuchâtel, 

Switzerland 

• Position held  Scientific collaborator 

• Main activities  In charge of the study of tourism development in Hombori Mountains (Mali), in collaboration with the 

University of Neuchâtel (www.hombori.org) 

 

• Dates  January 2003 ï December 2006 

• Employer  Institute of Geography, University of Lausanne, CH-1015 Lausanne, Switzerland 

• Position held  Research and teaching assistant 

• Main activities  Academic research and supervision of undergraduate students. Classes : Economic geography (Prof. 

Jean-Bernard Racine), Development studies (Prof. Ronald Jaubert) and Cartography (Prof. Micheline 

Cosinschi-Meunier) (www.unil.ch/igul) 

 

• Dates  January 2003 ï December 2006 

• Employer  Geographica Helvetica. Swiss Journal of Geography, University of Basel, CH-4056 Basel, Switzerland 

• Position held  Scientific collaborator 

• Main activities  Evaluation and translation of papers submitted in French and English, supervised by Prof. Jean-Bernard 

Racine (www.geographicahelvetica.unibas.ch) 

 

PRIZES 

 

• Date  2002 

• Name   Prize of the Faculty of Arts, University of Lausanne 

 

• Date  2001 

• Name   Prize of excellence from the Former Students Association of the Institute of Geography, University of 

Lausanne 
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 

• Dates  September 2003 ï November 2006 

• Name of organisation  University of Lausanne (Switzerland) and University of Rouen (France) 

• Principal subjects  Economic geography, development studies 

• Title of qualification awarded  PhD in Geosciences and Environment (Lausanne) and in Human Sciences (Rouen) 

Dissertation: ñBusinessmen without borders ? Geography of informal economic networks between Niger, 

Benin and Nigeriaò, supervised by Prof. Jean-Bernard Racine (Lausanne) and Denis Retaillé (Rouen) 

 

• Dates  September 2002 ï June 2004 

• Name of organisation   University of Geneva and University of Lausanne (Switzerland) 

• Principal subjects  Sustainable development of highly constrained spaces and societies 

• Title of qualification awarded  Master of Advanced Studies in Human Ecology 

Dissertation: ñSpatial economy of the trading networks linked to private productions in the region of Gaya 

(Niger)ò, supervised by Prof. Ronald Jaubert and funded by the Geneva International Academic Network 

(GIAN) 

 

• Dates  September 1997 ï June 2001 

• Name of organisation  University of Lausanne (Switzerland) 

• Principal subjects  Geography and ethnology 

• Title of qualification awarded  Master in Arts 

Dissertation: ñStrategies and spatial dynamics of tourism in the Dogon Country (Mali)ò, supervised by Prof. 

Jean-Bernard Racine 

 

• Dates  July 1994 ï June 1996 

• Name of organisation   High School, Yverdon-les-Bains (Switzerland) 

• Title of qualification awarded  Maturity (C) 

 

PERSONAL SKILLS 

AND COMPETENCES 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

  

 

• French  Mother tongue 

• English  Very good reading, writing and verbal skills 

1996. 6-month language stage, New York City, USA 

1994. 1-month language stage, Crawley, Great-Britain 

• German  Good reading, writing and verbal skills 

2005. Private lessons, Interlangues school, Switzerland 

 

SOCIAL SKILLS 

AND COMPETENCES 

 Wide teaching experience (private school, geography and development studies to Geography students) 

Wide field work experience in Mauritania (1999), Mali (1998, 2005), Ghana (1997), Niger (1986-1988, 

1994, 2003-2006), Bénin (2005) and Nigeria (2005). 

ORGANISATIONAL SKILLS 

AND COMPETENCES 

 

 Experience in the supervision of graduate and undergraduate students and in the management of 

multidisciplinary research programmes 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 

 Microsoft/ Office applications, cartography and statistics for the social sciences (SPSS, CarThema) and 

graphic arts (Illustrator) ; web sites edition ; Geographical Information Systems (ArcView) 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 Academic Society of the Canton of Vaud (Switzerland) 

AILLEURS Research Laboratory at the University of Rouen (France) 

Humanités Associées - Young Researcher in Humanities and Social Sciences Association (Luxembourg) 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 

 
Peer-reviewed journals 
 

2008. Le mod¯le sah®lien de la circulation, de la mobilit® et de lôincertitude spatiale. Autrepart (submitted, with D. 

Retaillé). 

 

2008. Métropolisation et intégration transfrontalière : le paradoxe luxembourgeois. Espaces & Sociétés (accepted, with 

C. Sohn). 

 

2007. Tourisme et patrimoine au Mali. Destruction des valeurs anciennes ou valorisation concertée ? Geographica 

Helvetica. Swiss Journal of Geography 4/07: 249-258 (with W. van Beek et P. Lemineur). 

 

2007. Villes-frontières et réseaux informels sahéliens (Gaya - Malanville - Kamba). Geographica Helvetica. Swiss 

Journal of Geography 1/07 : 10-20. 

 

2004. Au-del¨ de lôopposition entre villes et campagnes. Esquisse dôun mod¯le territorial dynamique en Afrique de 

lôOuest. LôInformation g®ographique 68 : 308-319. 

 

2003. Géographie et religions. Une approche territoriale du religieux et du sacré. LôInformation g®ographique 66 : 193-

221 (with J.-B. Racine). Spanish translation : Geografia de las religiones, in : Hiernaux, D. et Lindon, A. (dirs.) 2007. 

Tratado de Geografia Humana. Barcelone : Anthropos : 481-505. 

 
Other publications 
 

2008. Affaires de patrons. Villes et commerce transfrontalier au Sahel. Bern : Peter Lang, 478 p. 

 

2007. Lô®change g®n®ralis® : urbanisation et relations villes-campagnes en Afrique de lôOuest. Paris : Sahel and West 

Africa Club - West African Borders and Integration (www.afriquefrontieres.org). 

 

2007. The unequal development of mountain-based tourism in the Hombori Mountains and the Dogon Country (Mali), 

Conference Proceedings, Things that Move : The Material World of Tourism and Travel, University of Leeds, 19-23 July,. 

(www.tourism-culture.com), 14 p. 

 

2006. Le développement touristique dans les Monts Hombori (Mali). Lausanne : Institute of Geography and Neuchâtel : 

Institute of Botany ï HOMBORI Biodiversity Monitoring Project, Mission Report (www.hombori.org), 31 p. 

 

2005. ñMerci patron...ò. Lôesp®rance de recevoir et lôobligation dôoffrir dans les relations clientélistes au Niger et au Bénin, 

in: Reynard, E. et Dambo, L. (eds). Vivre dans les milieux fragiles: Alpes et Sahel. Lausanne : Institute of Geography 

Working Papers 31 : 60-75. 

 

2005. Un ñNouvel hygi®nismeò social ? Le bruit, lôodeur et lô®mergence dôune new middle class. Articulo.ch. Journal of 

Humanities 1/05 (with L. Matthey) (www.articulo.ch). 

 

2005. La ñmondialisationò, ce laminoir intellectuel. Articulo.ch. Journal of Humanities 1/05 (with L. Matthey) 

(www.articulo.ch). 

 

2003 Le tourisme au Pays Dogon entre verticalité et répétition de la tradition, in: Reynard, E. et al. (eds). 

Géomorphologie et tourisme. Lausanne : Institute of Geography Working Papers 24 : 93-104. 
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